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nited States—-h.eanmr’ he was

. | uthorized to scli trevel vouch-

s to American fourists wisiing
visit the Soviet Union.
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P larcmnsrma ji rraAyer 1| On Oct. 81, after a week of,
: [h“l \‘-.!* \‘; j [7 h 833 | Jectings with Intourist oificials,
. l.(azan leit Mascow on a non- stop
[ Il heroflot flight to Paris, Acroilot |
: @'” \\ HY L ;E‘Nﬂ(ﬁ@q k5 the state-owned Sovict airline.
AV U)h-’ % " '\ MY While in the air, the passens

pers were informed that the
Plane would have to make an,
bmergency landing in Prague,
[he unscheduled stop was mace,
nd while on the ground, Czech-:
slovak security police (the
TB) arrested Kazan.

As he was being taken away,
azan asked another passen-
er to inform U.S. authorities,
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CPYRGHT Travel u.xecu.we
i Taken From Soviet|

Airliner in Prague |
By BERNARD GWERTZMAN |

. sStar Stais Writer
A C.momdgc, Mass., fravcl"(
exectitive was scized on a Soviet !

\ 4
airliner by Cuechoslovak police
‘two wceks ago and is being,
‘held incommunicado on char ges |

'of high treason, espionage and;
‘attempted murder, Hayed the information to the!
« The U.S. government has Plate Department. The U.S..

;made strong 1epxesentatlons to'Embassies in Moscow and
‘the Czochoslovak government Prague were asked to check,
over the case, but so far no U.S. fnd on Nov, 3, the Czechosiovak
official has hoen able to see Foreign Mm:stly said in a note:

the man, Viaiimir J, Kazan- | “Viadimir Komarek (Kazan)
Komarek, president of the lvas arrested on Oct. 81 at-
Harvarq Travel Service. He is ragie Aupmh du“nd the -
‘a 42-year-old Crzecholslovak em-idmergency landing of an Aero-'
igre who is an American citi-!fjot plane.

zen. “A warrant for his arrest was
Because it was hoped Prague Jssued in 1963 for crimes of high

officials might release Kazan if [lreason, espionage and attempt-
‘there was no publicity, the State §q murder.”

,Dcpartment decided not to make| He was also charged with

g‘gm:asﬁo“g?\zh( afé‘;‘éh '}ﬁ":;' raving established *a treasona-
. M le omamzatlon in connecction

Czechoslovak Note

The passenger phoned the U.&, ¥
fmbassy in Paris, which re-

N

‘printed  he Jact of Kazan’s

iarrest—bui  siZnificantly  omit ilh foxelgn aﬁent.s-m"ufl »\t/?s
the hijicicing av. octs, fimed at subversion ol the
! o ‘Bovernment.”

¢ In this counlr y hie-is known as-
“Kazan," oul 1 Czechoslovakxa

k rovided his organization with
hxs name vas *'Komarek.”

Mircarms, transmitters -~ and
oney and that a Czechoslovalk

pohccman ‘was “killed by his {h
Jorganization,

; Arrived in Moscow
' According to aceounts picced:

together b The Star, this .'lS. . .
wk?athappex)lycd ! The Foreign Ministry said
On Oct. 24, Kazan arrived Tcazan was sent to Czechoslava-

ia on hostile missions and on
his last crossing of the boider he
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"in Moscow at the invitation of 1
‘Intourist, the Soviet travel

‘agency. wé thFdr Red

‘Travel Service, Kazan was an

.QVET.

- kia.
. Comoetent - authorities  hd

2 AZAll'S Working with,

“The note sald that he had "

A later broadcast by the
Prague radio said these acti
took place between 1948 apd
11951, At that time, Kazan livkd
‘in France. He did not emigrdte
to the United States until 1955
and he was naturalized in 19
‘He had escaped to France [in
1945 when the Communists topk

" During ‘the first years [of

 Communist power, it is knoyn

that anti-Communist
groups were working in Fra

emigre

-and West Germany, primar]ly
.involved in helping smuggle n

Communists out of Czechosloy

. jence,

¢lus.
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There is an extra wrinkle to

he case, it was learncd. _

Kazan has an elderly mother.
in Prague. BEarlier this year,j
when she was ill, he wrote the
Chechoslovak Embassy here for
a visa. After some correspond-
he was issued one,
although on this trip, he did not:
plan to stop ¥; Prague.

Sovict authormes have insist-
ed that the plane did have
mechanical problems, but most
officials are extremelys -
skeptical, and believe the land~
ing was part of an operation|
involving thé security agencxes
Jof both Red countrics. -y

Tal, TeTe, 10 Jecodiof

Olficials Concerned

th _the C¢n-

TRl AnLGNifsnce Agency oy at a
times Bm*thtéwayfff‘ig"pﬁ‘s‘s“i
pé“worked with French authdr
ties.

TFollowing reccipt of the noe,
the U.S. Imbassy in Prague
immediately asked that a conpu-
lar + ‘cial be allowed to mpct
with Kazan, There has been|no
reply.

On Nov. B, Assistant Seeret ry

of State for European Affars
John M. Leddy called in Czecho-
slovak Ambassador Karcl Dyda
and fold him of the seriousngss
with which the United Stajes
viewed the case. The ambasfa-
for's assistance was sought Jor
getting prompt consular accgss
and a Sspeedy and cffectjve
resolution of the casc—diplomht-
ic language meaning the Unifed
States wanted him returned.

Family Nofified

Kazan’s family has b
notificd in Cambridge, and b
senalors, Leverett Salton

’x%

cn
th

sthij[wooed in an ¢
and Edward M. Kennedy, hz'\Eu-lm'—“‘ - -

had their staffs inquire at the
State Department on the case.
Apparently, he was tried in
absentia - in 1963 on the charges
specified by the Czechoslovale
note. It is not known whether he

e NSRRI

death penalty is possible in high

{the New

U.S. officials are very con-
cerned about the whole case. .
Privately they say it is one of

lthe worst Cold War incidents of

recent years, and cannot help
but hurt President Johnson'’s -
attemps to improve relations
with Eastern Europe.

This is the sccond incident
involving Czechoslovak security
groups to cause a mixture of
anger and incredulity in Wash.
ington, The other was the at-
tempt last July lo plant a listen-
ing device in the oflice of Ray-
mond Lisle, director of the
Burcau of Laﬂtern Europcan
Affairs.

government has been trying
hard . in recent months to im-
prove relations with the United
States, A spccial travel supple-
ment was published recently in
ork Times, urging
Americans to Visit Czechoslova-
kia, and businessmen have been
Hort to 1nercm'

Ironically, the Czechoslovak .
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